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This is the second oj‘ 5 ezcmms
from former - President Johnson’s
book, “The Vantage Point,” en ac-
c‘ount of his presidency, to be pubd-
lished shortly.

“STRADY ON COURSE:
VIEEMAD: 1963-38047
As Air Force One carried us swifily
back to Washinglon after the trag-
edy in Dallas, I made a solemn private
vow: I would devoie every h()ul of
cvery day during the remainder of
John Kennedy’s uanfulfilled ter:m to
achieving the goals he had set. That
meant sceing things thiough in Viet
nain as well as coping vith the many

Cother international and domestiic prob-

lems he had faced. I made this pr omise
not out of blind loyally but beecause I
was convincea {hat the breoad Ih*es of
his policy, in Southeast Asla and clse-
where, had been righf. They ware con-
sistent  with the goals the United

States had been {rying to accomplish |

in the werld since 15435,

My {irst exposure to details of the
problem c¢f Vietnam came foriy-cight
hours aft r’r 1 h 4 tu:\Cﬂ Lhc O:’u.‘l of of
{ice.

had ﬂm\'n ;o WM fuow 2 Ic‘\
carlier for se¢ nn(Lhec z,ozne:c‘wes
President Kennedy, Secrelavy
Dean Rusk, and otnw‘ ad:

officials,

ngf«: wag o‘-*-’d nisli

tnc recent cha; 15¢ of éovernnmn% in
Salgon was an improvement.
hopeful end expected the new miiikary
lee cm s to speed up their war efforis.
He s
pressure on
Diem to che

r‘.n .‘?:\

the regimeo of "\{;o Dinh
nge its course, Those pres-

. 8ures, he adinitted, had encouraged the”

military leaders who carried out the
coup on November 1, 1082, Hoewever, i1 -
Diem and hig brother Nhu had fol-
Jowed' his advice, Lodge said, th“y
would still be alive, In h1 lagt talk
with Diem on the afternoon of Novera-

bor 1, Lodge had offered to help as-
sure the Vietnamesc leader’s personal
safety, but Diem had ignored the offer.
1 turncd to John l\IcC‘one and asked
saigon in recent

“what his reports from 8
days indicated. The CIA Director re-

e

=

plied that his cstimate was much less
encouraging, ‘Wheve had been an in-
crease in Viet Cong activily since the
coup, Including more VC attacks. Ile
had information that the enciny was
prepaving o exert even more severe
bressure. He said the Vietnamese mili.
“tary Jeaders who carrled out the caoup
were havmﬂ difficuliies organizing
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“thewr government end were receiving
little help from civilian leaders. AMe-
Cone concluded that he could sce no
basis for an optimistic forecast of the
future,

President Xennedy's princlpal for
elgn affairs advisors agreed that it was
51111"01‘1‘311t to  underline, especially
within government civeles, the continu-

ity of policy and direction under the
new President. J agreed end on Wo-
vember 26 spproved National Sceurity
Action Memorandum 272, It was my
first important decision on Vietnam as
President, important not beeausa It ye-
quired any new actions but becaunse 1t
slgnaled our determination io perse-
vere in the policles and sctions in
which we were already engaged.

NSAM 273,
officers of the government responsible
for foreign affairs and military policy,
began: :

It remains
the United States in South Vietnam to
assist the people and Government of
that counlry {o win their conlest
against the externally directed and

11pporicd commnnist conspiracy, "Lhe
fest of all UG, decisions and actions in
this area should bo the effcctiveness of
their contribution to this purpaose.

When a I'resident makes & decision,
he seeks all the infomaation he can
-,rfe‘c At the same time, ha cannot sepa-
rate himself from his ovn experionce
and memoiy. This is especially {rue
when his decisions involve the JHves of
men and the safely of the nation, It
wag natural, ag I faced criticel prob-
lems during those first few months in

addressed to the senlor

the central objzctive of
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tives
Trauce, New
Philippines, Thailand, and {the United
hmgfdo il S
,‘-‘ batas,

The Sen
by a vole of 82 t5 1. Tho only dissent-
ing volce was thet of Senator William
Langer of North Dako
opponent
NATO,
volvement In the world, Awong iny 0ld
Senate colleagues who gave their ad-
vice and consent to SEATO that day
were Alken and Case, Fulhright and
Gore, Mansfleld and Morse,

I Jmpcct a Langer, e
heartily with
against onr having any invelvements
in Furope or Asia or the rest of the
world-—and voles his convictions. Y re-
spect far more an Kis
XKennedy who sees our responsibililies
in the world aad acts to carry them
out. T have Hitle understanding for
those who talk and vole onc way, and
after having given our nation’s pledge,
act auother; for those who stand firm
while the sun is shining, but run fox
cover when a storm breaks. The pro-
tection of American
revolutionary, nuclear world is not for
men who want to throw in our hand
cevery time we face a challonge.

The failure Lo obtain North Vietnam-
cdo comapliance with the YLaos Accords

£ 1062 was a hitler d)mp)vomtmem to
Pl‘Coldc,]]t] ennedy. -
'lh w was another
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office, that I should recall cojses of the
past and how we had met theoin or

failed to mcet them, No ene who had

served in the House or
momentous yeurs of the 16830s,
5, snd 1950, as
recall the many highs and lows of our
pexforroance ay
men and women of my gencration, I

alt strongly that Werld War 11 migbt
have heen svoldad if the
in the 1930s had not glven
cer tam signal of its likely rvesponse 1o
sion in Europe end Asia,

‘I‘he spirit that motivated us to give
our guuport te the
Turope in the 19 4Us led us in the 18505
to make a shimilar promise to Southeast
Asia.
Defense Treaty was signed in Manila
on September 8, 1954, by representa-
.of seven counmc.w-—/\u tralia,

Senate during
I had, could fail to
a nation, Like most

3 United States
such an ui-

s defense of Western

Southeast Asia Collective

Zealand, Yalkistan, the

well as  the United

s

ale then approved the tfeaty

te, a long-time
United J\auons,
of U5, in-

of {he
and otheyr forins

even it T disagree

im, when he argues |

renhower or &

inferests in a

yeason the mod-
esses of late 1982 were nof en-

larged and multinlied in 1963, This wasg
internal disruption inside
nam in opposttion to the Diem govern-
ment and, especlally, In fearful reac-
tion to Dicmn's brother
quietly taking the levery of power into
his own Lands,

South Viet-

Nhu, who was
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